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 A Step Ahead’s Autumn 2011 newsletter


Welcome to the Autumn Term Newsletter and a warm welcome to new children and parents!
New starters
We would like to welcome Carly Williamson to our team as the new Monkey Room leader. Carly is NVQ 3 qualified and has had previous experience as a room leader. She will be starting in September and is excited to meet all the children and parents. 

We are also pleased to inform you that Emily Godsell who has been visiting the nursery for her college placement is now officially part of our work team. Emily will be working in all three rooms.
Tom
As many of you might already be aware Tom has been off the past month due to back problems. Although Tom is feeling better and has returned to the nursery, Tom has finally been given the date of his knee operation which he has been waiting for therefore he will absent from the nursery until early December. We wish him all the best and hope for a speedy recovery. 
Availability

With children leaving for school there is now more availability for all sessions for all days of the week in the Monkey Room. If you are interested increasing your childs attendance please speak to Lynn.
Grant Entitlement & fees
Many of you will know that there have been some changes made to the Nursery Free Entitlement Grant.  In brief the entitlement increased from 12.5 hours to 15 hours.  This means that any child can access 15 hours of funding for Nursery care during the term AFTER their child has turned 3 years and up until their child goes to school.  Some 2 years olds are able to access a similar free entitlement grant, but parents need to be able to demonstrate low income to apply for it (please see Lynn).  We will ask you to complete the forms for your 3 year old and will apply for the funding on your behalf.  Funding will be shown clearly as a deduction on your invoice as most children attend for more than their funded allowance.  If you would like to enquire if we have any ‘grant funded only’ sessions available, please speak directly to Lynn.

The funding is only available for 38 weeks of the year – therefore during holidays or on part weeks during the school term, there is no Free Entitlement funding. 

Any parents who would like further information about the grant or accessing it outside of usual sessions should speak to Lynn or Antonia.

All other voucher systems will remain unchanged.

Invoices
Just a reminder that invoices are placed in children’s trays for collection, so please check your children trays regularly. We would also like to stress that children’s fees should be paid by the 1st of every month. Thank you.
Parent Helpers

If you would like to join the team for an hour or a day, please see a member of staff and we will be happy to accommodate you.  We will organise a date and time to suit you and provide you with a copy of the Helper/ Volunteer policy and associated documents, have a brief induction and have the right level of support from us to make sure it is an enjoyable experience for you.  We welcome helpers – it is great working alongside parents and we are very proud of what we do.  It is an opportunity to show you what we do!
Planning
As a nursery we have collectively reviewed the way we plan for activities and learning opportunities. We have made some amendments. We still use the EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) as guidance on how to plan but now rather than choosing set themes we now predominately plan to meet children’s individual interests and needs. Therefore we are keen to have your input. We would love to hear what your children are doing at home, what they enjoy to do or any possible activity you feel we could be doing here that could benefit your child. Each room has a sheet on their parent’s board you can write ideas down on or better still please come and tell us! Room leaders and your child’s Key person look forward to hearing from you. 
Dates for your diary
Wednesday 12th of October- Wear it pink day! All the staff will be wearing pink for the day in the hope to raise money for Breast cancer research. We would love all the children to join us in wearing pink. A donation box will be placed in the corridor.

Tuesday 15th and Thursday 17th of November- Parent Evening. We would like to invite all parent to join us for parents evening. It’s a great opportunity to speak to your child’s key person, look at journals and scrapbooks and discuss nursery life and your child learning and development. 

Christmas

Dates to follow for Christmas fete, Children’s Christmas party and Christmas Concert. 

Reminders to all parents
Please can we ask that you name your child’s clothing to include shoes, slippers, wellies, bags and coats.  This will help us enormously and will save any confusion.

A picture for your child to colour
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If your personal details have changed please fill out the slip below and return to Lynn so we can update our data-base. 
Name……………………………………………………..

Home Tel no ……………………………………….
Mobile (Mother) …………………………………

(Father) ………………………………..

Work (Mother) …………………………………..

(Father) …………………………………….

Emergency Tel no ………………………………

If you have any questions regarding this news letter, please do not hesitate to ask any member of staff and we will be happy to assist.
                                                  Many thanks

                                      Lynn Jordan & team
                                                          9/2/11
A Step Ahead, Leechpond Hill, Lower Beeding, Horsham, West Sussex RH13 6NR

01403 891012

